CONSTANCE KENT'S CONSCIENCE
made a voluntary statement, attested by no valid reason and un-
supported by any sufficient explanation, that from certain appearances
which he had observed (but which he had not even mentioned at the
post-mortem examination) it struck him that the child might have been
partially suffocated.
This theory was later disproved: the discoloration of
the mouth being due to post-mortem hypostasis; but the
pathological spark was sufficient to kindle into a blaze the
heap of doubts and difficulties accumulating about the case.
Well-nigh every inmate of the house that night was at one
time or another the object of popular denunciation, and the
Press, instead of guiding or restraining the flood of wild
surmises and extravagant suggestions, did all in its power to
promote the deluge by which the hapless family was finally
overwhelmed*                                                                     4
Elizabeth Gough, the nurse, was the first victim.   She was
a good-looking girl of three-and-twenty, who had been ten
months in Mr. Kent's employment.    Her parentage was
respectable, and she enjoyed a perfectly blameless record*
But there were in her statement certain points of singularity
on which the public attention was not slow to fasten.   How
came it that a stranger could enter and leave her room in the
night, open and close the creaking door, and remove the child
in its blanket, all without disturbing her repose ?   Why, when
she wakened at 5 a.m. and missed the child, did she not
instantly raise an alarm, instead of going to sleep again ? Why,
when re-awakening at 6.30, did she not then rouse the house,
instead of giving an inaudible tap  on her mistress's door
and spending another hour in her physical and  spiritual
ablutions?   This scepticism, in the light of the medical hint,
assumed a darker hue.   The girl, plainly, had a lover, who
visited her on the fatal night; the little boy was wakened and
had seen those things which he ought not to have seen; he was
old enough to tell tales and must at all costs be silenced;  so
he was promptly smothered and taken to the closet, where
the wounds were inflicted in order to conceal the true cause
of death,  "^ho, then, was this sanguinary Romeo ?   Horrible
to relate^ it was broadly whispered that the child's own father
was the culprit.   One would have thought that his affections
were shewn to  be otherwise sufficiently and legitimately
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